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If of the 3 things below

happens, the referee should
suspend the

1) |If thunder is heard

2) If lightning is seen

3) If athunderstorm is heard
or seen comingy.. or if
your hair stands'on end.
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o WHAT TO DO ??
b SERC Lightning Policy
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Chadaa MAliaan @ 2004
Charles Alison @ 2001



.~ Safe Shelter?

~Unsafe Places: EA i
{ \\ '

Near ‘z- ,O&Wter

Steltai g NEeAFSOCEERE DN

Standlng In an open area, such
as a parking lot

Safest Places:
Sitting IN a car
In an enclosed building



By the time the flash-to-bang count is
, everyone should be In safe
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30- 30 ?._

Wait at least <
(thunder) OR
before leaving

1 ﬁhe last sound
ation of lightning
h Iter to resume play.



WHAT TO DO 22
htning Polic

No one should retake the field for a minimum of
30 minutes after the last lightning is seen or
thunder i1s heard.

The 30 minutes Is restarted every time lightning
IS seen or thunder is heard !!



e
Refe}fe’s Responsibilities

If you or your fellow officials see lightning or
hear thunder, |mmed|ately suspend the game.
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Inform all players, coaches and fans to find
safe shelter immgdiately.
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Protect yourself .,..’ f
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Once you-have e ijformed everyone, your
espc .|b|||ty is o) er. Do.not endanger
yourself to |nS|st ihat theylflnd shelter.
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The Risk

ThIS olicy is fON/O' teCtIOH‘\f‘

as much as for amy “',,'E.else.
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The Risk
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Lightning Is the second hlghest
weather related killer. ="
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Lightning can travel sideways forup!
to 10 miles and strike whensskies
are blue and Iook C erfgcslj glezir

he lightning goes
1@ sky rather than down
) see it, the next one could
your field. ‘

Lightnidg w:ll often’strike the.
highest pa Nt, W IS YOUon a

soccer fleld!
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NO game Is that
important !



A flash that occurs when there is a lightning-

producing thunderstorm very far away from
the observer.

Because lightning can strike as far away as
10 miles from the source, heat Ilghtnlng IS
still dangerous and "
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The best alar
in the distance.

Heat
Lightning

tning



Lightning Detectors
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 They can detect lightning at
considerable distances.

» Great tool, but they are not
flawless.

Do not depend upon them alone.



http://www.boltek.com/imagery/efmclose.jpg
http://www.voltnet.com/
http://www.ambientweather.com/thprolidepeu.html
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Lightning.Rolicy Protocol

Whatever OccUlf; HRST:
. ."o'" 10 tc Sounds
Stop the game immediately

.-
* If you see lightning of any sort
SIOPRHEName Immediately
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J* If you hegi@itinder, Even in the distance

" StoYRHERSEllie iIlmediately
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Policy Protocol .

Returning fto the 'iefld and Resuming Play: i
WARFEUNtil *’ightning Detector Sound
Allgelear ..... OR

aftelpobserving the

£ after the last
sound of thunder even in the distance.

WHICHEVER OCCURS
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USSOCCERCOM

Review Question

119. In the event of alightning delay referees should
take shelter:

A. In the referee tent and out of the rain
Inside a car or van

Anywhere off the field-of-play

Either Aor B

None of the above
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USSOCCERCOM

Review Question

120. With less than 2-minutes left in the first half
lightning is seen way off in the distance. The referee
decides to let play continue until half-time, since there is
so little time left and the lightning is far away. No
subsequent lightning or thunder occurs. When should
the referee restart the game?

A. At the end of thel0-min. half-time break, since
the game was never stopped for the lightning.

B. After 30-min. from when lightning was seen.

C. After a short wait and when both coaches are in
agreement




